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‘Adog can heat it’
The greenest family
home in Britain

+ The Coen
brothers,
David Walliams
and James Bond

All hot air?
Meet the die-hard
climate-change deniers

Polar-bear rugs
..and 20 other
ethical furnishings

Katharine Hamnett,
eco-pioneer and eccentric,
leads the way into our
special issue
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Katie
1terson

Last yean: the young artisl
look us inside a dying glacier:
it stop? The final frontier

Katie Paterson wasn't exactly coy with
hermobile-phone number 3

she had itsetin neonand exhibited it in
the Slade gallery. Callers were treated
tosome creaks, the odd crunch and, if
v werelucky, a gurgle. It wasn't the
r-old Scottish conceptunl artist
on the other end, but Vatnajtkull,
rgestglac onalive link-

up. With help from Virgin Medi
Paterson had inserted a microphone

deep within the melting Icelandic
Ten thousand people called,
fromA47 countries,” shesays. “Loads from
the Middle East, whichis interesting.”

Vatnajokull (the sound of) was part
ol herdegree show, and it brought her
welcome, though misguided, attention:
“Igotinvited to talkat environmental
events,”she laughs,
main intention.”
that withall herartshe tries to
viewer toimagine distant places by
withholding thev
forinstance, her “moon-
bouncing" project, Earth-Moon-Earth
(Moonlight Sonata Reflected from the
ol the Moon). For this she
translated the piece by Beethoven into
Morse code, “bounced” it off the moon
by radio transmission and, using the
echoes, vetranscribed the broken score
torecite on a grand piano, gaps and all.
Another moon-hounee workand an
electrichulb that mimies the light of the
moon, left, will featureamong Paterson’s
new workat London’s Albion Gallery.
Butafter the moon? Infinity and beyond,
in the form ofa map ofall the dead stars.
*1 Googled ‘supernova hunters’, and now
I'memailing astronomers around
the world,” shesays. “I've tracked
27,000 dead starssofar...” n

Newworks by Katie Paterson, Albion
Gallery, London SWHH, 020 7801 2.4




